Krumped control: Constructing the L.A.P.D. interface by Place, Cary D'Alo
RICE UNIVERSITY 
Krumped Control: 
Constructing the L.A.P.D. Interface 
by 
Cary D'Alo Place 
A THESIS SUBMITTED 
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE 
Master of Architecture 
APPROVED, THESIS COMMITTEE: 
Sug^Oliver, Professor in Practice, 
Architecture 
Cs=J^^ 
Fares el-Dahdah, Associate Professor, 
Graduate Program Chair, 
Architecture 
J3n 




UMI Number: 1466832 
INFORMATION TO USERS 
The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy 
submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations 
and photographs, print bleed-through, substandard margins, and improper 
alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 
In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript 
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized 
copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 
® UMI 
UMI Microform 1466832 
Copyright 2009 by ProQuest LLC 
All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against 
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code. 
ProQuest LLC 
789 East Eisenhower Parkway 
P.O. Box 1346 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 
ABSTRACT 
Krumped Control: 
Constructing the L.A.P.D. Interface 
by 
Cary D'Alo Place 
What is at stake in this thesis are the ways in which we approach policing and controlling the 
cityscape, and, more importantly, architecture's role in this authoritative and institutional apparatuses. 
Looking at the Watts neighborhood of South Central Los Angeles as both example and test site, this project 
analyzes how and why the policing apparatus of a city fails to operate effectively, especially in contested 
urban environments. Existing architectural precedents here, and in other dense cities, have been reduced to 
emblematic fortresses, where the station and the police are rendered inactive and inaccessible. Responding 
to this crisis, this thesis re-imagines the police station as a piece of city infrastructure that situates itself as 
an interface between police and populus. Borrowing from vernacular models of spatial organization and 
local public phenomenon, the traditionally invisible policing processes get invaded by the surrounding 
neighborhood, rendering those processes visible and accessible. 
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